(Every effort was made to type this exactly as it appeared in its handwritten form including the spelling of words)

A Discription of the Trinity Bay Disaster by Joseph Allan Penny

In the early dawn of Saturday, February 27, 1892 the men of English Harbour, Trinity Bay, and outlying Settlements made preparations to go Seal hunting in the Bay.  Old seals at this time were plentiful, as they were going northward to their winter habitant.

The morning was very beautiful, not a ripple on the water, and at water’s edge, not a move.  

The men of this place usually used four oared boats about 19 feet long fitted with all the things that pertained to winter boating.

From the settlement, and Green Bay Cove there went forty-nine men in search of old seals.  Most of the boats were four-oared, as previously stated; but there were little boats as well with two men.

As the morning advanced, and the Sealers were far out in the Bay maybe three to five miles, and settled down to hunting, a terrific storm burst from the North West, bringing with it intense frost, and mounting waves.

Just before the storm and blizzard came, a Sealing Steamer called the “Labrador”, Captain George Hann, master came in the Bay bound for Catalina.

He had on board a sick man returning from Hospital at St. John's, and was coming to someplace near Trinity or vicinity.  Seeing a chance (page 2) to land him on one of the boats.  He decided to land him on a boat belonging to Green Bay Cove, with four of the Nurse brothers, which made five.
Sad to say that both did not survive the Storm and was lost.

Returning now to one of the worst tragedies that ever occurred in Trinity Bay.  There was hardly a man left in English Harbour on that fatal day.  
Again, another incident on that day.  A funeral were supposed to take place, with as it happened, only the near relatives remaining, pall-bearers had to be gotten from Salmon Cove now (Champney’s E.) to fill the places of men, who were at sea.

So the forenoon of that day wore on, some of the boats with hearty crews faced the teeth of the blizzard, and after much hardship and endurance reached “Hay Cove” a very small cove about one mile, north west from the Horse Chops.
As far as the writer can recall from all sources available five or six boats landed there; but sorry to say one man perished before reaching land, and was put overboard at Sea.  As soon as news was available, men from this place located them, and a large fire was made in the adjoining woods near the Cove.  One man succumbed in the Cove, while others perished near the fire, who did not have anyone to care for them.

One of the men who landed, brought his nephew (page 3) who was very young, a distance of 2 miles to the nearest house in English Harbour, and after some First Aid work restored him to life again.
Some of the boats drifted out of “Hay Cove” again, as it was very small for landing.  The way he leading from this Cove is very steep, and it's marvelous how they reach the top.

Turning now to the remainder of the boats.
As there was some drift pans of ice in the Bay, about twenty men found a large pan and pulled their boats on it, and made a fire, and spent the night, until it drifted to the South side of the Bay, and was sighted from shore,
As far as it is known no one perished on it, as through the humour and high courage of one of the men Joseph Ivany things went well.

Other small boats should ran before the blizzard and reach different settlements across the Bay.

Some persons belonging to Crews, died on reaching shore on the other side.

One might add that the means of communication was scanty in those days, although we had the telegraph offices that were scattered.

It took time to find out where the different boats had landed and it was a trying and weary time for friends.  When all things began to be known, it was found that fifteen out of the forty-nine had (page 4) died or perished.

The last man to die of that original number was Mr. Herbert Barnes five years ago at the age of ninety years.

It is worthy of note to relate that one woman - Mrs. Cecelia Nurse were bereaved of five sons that day, some being stepsons from Green Bay Cove.

“Green Bay cold is three miles South East from English Harbour.”
Other families suffered two brothers taken and others - one.

It was a very sad day for English Harbour, and vicinity, and is still remembered by the oldest folk.  
It is difficult to give an accurate account of the men, and their names; but this is very accurate as follows - on page five of this record.

It will soon be Seventy-nine years since this disaster happened; yet as the years come and go it is never forgotten.

So ends the account of the greatest tragedy that English Harbour has ever known.

Joseph Allan Penny
(Page 5)

Names of men in Trinity Bay Disaster from English Harbour

1.  Arthur Fifield 

2.  Albert Bestone 

3.  William Bestone  

4.  Jacob Penny of Richard 

5.  Joseph Penny of Richard 

6.  Alexander Penny of Joseph 

7.  Joseph Penny of James 

8.  Andrew Bestone 

9.  Henry George Batson

10. William Batson of Wm.
11.  Martin Bestone
12.  John Bestone of James

13.  Martin Bugden
14.  Edwin Bugden 
15.  John Wells

16.  Alexander Penny of James

17.  Tobias Penny

18.  James Penny

19.  William Barnes

20.  John Barnes

21.  Mark Barnes

22.  Georgia Barnes 
23.  Reuben Pottle
24.  Edward Pottle
25.  Richard Bestone
26. Isaac John Bestone
27.  James Bestone
28.  George Batson

29.  John Bestone
30.  Richard Bestone of John

31.  Abraham Bestone
32.  William Bestone of John

33. William Ivany
34. Walter Ivany

35. James Ivany

36.  Mark Ivany
37.  Joseph Ivany

38.  Richard Ivany

39.  Henry George Ivany

40.  William Penny of Robert

41.  William Penny of Samuel

42.  John Barnes

43.  Herbert Barnes

From “Green Bay Cove”
44.  John Nurse

45.  George Nurse

46.  Charles Nurse

47.  Robert Nurse

48.  Henry Nurse 
49.  Solomon Penny

(extra page 2 - added on possibly by Samuel Penny)
I may also add that my father William Penny along with his cousin also William Penny were out in the smallest boat on that day.  On seeing the storm approaching they knew they would never reach land on their own side of the Bay.  They were about 3 miles off the Horse Chops so they set their course for the south side of the Bay about 12 miles distance and took a chance of landing there.  So they ran before the Blizzard and landed in a place near the Grates Point called Daniel Cove about five o'clock and from there they had to walk the south side of the Bay to Heart Content and as the Bay was narrow at this place some men landed there by boat across the Bay to Random(?).  From there they had to walk home a distance of some 60 miles and landed home 14 days after the storm and none the worst for the experience as our Family wasn't sure if they survived the ordeal or not.  So ended a trying experience to all.
