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For generations, Norway has been a major maritime power, not least due to our dependence on the sea, combined with long-term 
thinking and a high level of knowledge and expertise in marine technology. MARINTEK and Norwegian University of Science and 
Technology have been essential for developing knowledge to keep Norway as a world leader in marine technology. It is by no 
means given that we can retain this position in the future.  

 
The Norwegian Government has in a series of white papers stated that there is a need for significant upgrades and new invest-
ments in research infrastructure to maintain our strong position in the maritime fields. This lies at the very core of the Ocean Space 
Centre, which is aimed at providing possibilities for the study of central problems related to the sea; problems of great importance 
for climate and the environment, for the balanced utilization of marine resources, for access to energy and for the development of 
the Arctic region. The pilot study of the Ocean Space Centre outlines the concept, and describes the gap between current labora-
tory facilities and future needs, in combination with numerical modelling.  

OCEAN SPACE CENTRE -  
A CENTRE OF MARINE TECHNOLOGY KNOWLEDGE FOR THE FUTURE 

Atlantic Room / IOT-NRC, St. John’s 
Date/Time: Monday, July 19, 2010 / 3:30pm-4:30pm  

Dr. Atle Minsaas obtained his M.Sc. within marine systems design from the Norwegian Institute of 
Science and Technology (NTNU), formerly NTH: Norwegian Institute of Technology (NTH) in 1977. He 
also holds a PhD from NTNU within the same field from 1990. Dr. Minsaas has been with MARINTEK 
since he graduated (Norwegian Marine Technology Research Institute; a research company within 
the SINTEF Group). MARINTEK is a versatile research company specializing in R&D in central areas of 
the maritime and offshore fields. He has been instrumental in building up logistics R&D as an impor-
tant area of the MARINTEK services. He was also appointed the program manager of the first four 
years national waterborne R&D program funded by the Research Council of Norway. Dr Minsaas has 
more than 25 years experience working with logistics related R&D projects for the shipping and off-
shore industries, in Norway and abroad. Since 1995 he has also been heavily involved in many Euro-
pean Union (EU)-funded projects, also as a coordinator. Dr. Minsaas has held different positions in 
MARINTEK. He has been a vice-president with responsibility of the Division of Logistics and Technical 
Operations, but is now a special adviser in the staff. In December 2008 he was appointed as a project 
manager for the development of the next generation marine technology knowledge centre “The third 
Wave” in Norway, a truly visionary knowledge centre for all things maritime and most things marine, 
equipped with research facilities with content and a size capable of delivering state-of-the-art re-
search and development well beyond 2050. The third Wave hints at the first wave, which was the 
initiation of the first ship model tank in 1939 and the second wave, which was the Marine Technol-
ogy Centre including the ocean basin, opened in 1979.  
 
The bus leaves from Sheraton Hotel at 2:40 pm for IOT-NRC 
Refreshments:  Atlantic Foyer, 3:00-3:30pm 
Tour of IOT-NRC “See the tanks”, 4:30-5:30pm 
The bus leaves from IOT-NRC at 5:35 pm for Sheraton Hotel 

This event is sponsored by AARMS, IOT-NRC, INRTD-Government of NL and MUN as part of 
CAIMS*SCMAI-2010 (see www.caims2010.ca for full list of sponsors for CAIMS*SCMAI-2010) 
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