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A history of:
 The Anglican Church of English Harbour, Trinity Bay
In writing this early history of the Church, one has to go back to its earliest inhabitants.  It was in 1675, that the first persons came to English Harbour, Trinity Bay, or even earlier.  
It seemed that they called it “English Harbour” due to their English ancestry.  Be that as it may, we pass to the beginning of the nineteenth century, or 1800, when we find a collection of 12 families, and servants.
As those people came from the South and Southwest coast of England, from the shores of Dorset, Devon, and Somerset, they consequently brought their religion with them which was Church of England.

We know of a small Church, or School Chapel being built here, probably about 1790 and was used by the people until the year 1826 when upon arrival of a Wesleyan Methodist Missionary who visited here, and wanted a place to conduct to service, the people agreed to let him use this church.

On the arrival of the present Clergyman of the mission, he refrained for using it again for Church of England services, so a parting of the inhabitants occurred.
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Some of the people decided to make provision for a new “Church of England” church.  Some remained, and attended the former School Chapel, and assume the Methodist faith unto this day -- while the others started to build a new church.  
In 1826 a new building was began, and in 1829 it was completed on a new site with burying ground enclosed.

It was given the name of St. Silas for what reason, I cannot say.

It was built on a hill in the center of the community, and its altar stood out very conspicuously.

It was used for worship until 1898, when it was decided to build another on the same site.
According to an extract taken from a journal, that was written in the office of Messrs. Slade and Kelson, Trinity during the years 1809 through 1861, we find the following.
Sunday 22nd July 1832 – A number of the skiffs that were prevented from reaching this yesterday by calm weather, came in very early this morning with tolerable good with tolerable good pull of fish, damp foggy weather, very moderate breezes from E.N.E. to S.E to S.S.E.  Arrived Brig. Dolphin, Capt. D. Hampton from Bonavista after delivering Salt there, Rev. Mr. Wilson, his wife and Miss Ann Finch passengers.
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The Bishop of Nova Scotia consecrated the Churches and Burying grounds of English Harbour and Salmon Cove.  The former is designated St. Silas, and the latter St. Barnabas.  The services of this day were long and fatiguing to the bishop, he having administered confirmation to 188 persons, and assisted by Archdeacon Wix and Rev. W.  Bullock - great numbers receive the Sacrament from their hands.

Services were held in St. Silas until 1898 when it was decided to erect another Church on the same site.  This time it took another two years to finish same.

The rector of this day was Rev. G. H.  Field, and the master builder was Mr. Alexander Penny of John (son of John Penny).  Nearly all labour was free with the exception of the foreman.

It is surprising to note that this edifice cost $1911.00 to build.

People in those days gave of their worked willingly.  On November 4th, 1900 it was consecrated by Right Rev. Lewwelon Jomes D.L. Bishop of Newfoundland and Bermuda and given the name of “All Saints” in recognition of all Saints Day that had just passed.
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This present Church has just celebrated its 70th anniversary of its Concentration, and is kept in good condition.

It is worthy of note also, but the “Word of God" have been expound on this spot for 140 years, and the Anglican Church has stood the test through all events to the present day.  
Our earliest ancestors brought the Church with them from their homeland in the S. and S.W. Counties of England.

Many of its sons and daughters have proven true to its faith, and have passed to their reward.

At the present, under existing evidence that show failure to worship, as in the old days, and a decreasing population, the Church must lift her standard high as in former generations.

Usually, when the night is darkest the dawn appears more brighter, so it will be with the Anglican Church of English Harbour, Trinity Bay, Newfoundland.

Joseph Allen penny

