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Principal:  our parents here now still want these 
rows of algorithms and closed tasks and what we 
do here is catering for the differing abilities of our 
children… and we’ve had teachers very rudely 
spoken to by parents about ‘who designed these?’- 
it was a math homework task to do with looking at 
snowfalls and look at the weather map, you know, 
‘Who designed this—stupid! We want REAL 
math, we want real math. 
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Parent: I don’t feel that [the teachers and 
administration are] always ready to listen to 
ideas that we might have…I think [it’s] 
because they’re trained, they’ve done their 
degrees and they know what they’re doing 
about that kind of thing.  Sometimes some 
of them feel that we’re not qualified to offer 
that kind of advice. 
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Teacher: the students come from families 
that really don’t care about school.  Most of 
them are dropouts themselves, so school has 
no place in their lives.  Many of the kids 
will say that their parents hated school and 
were no good at math, so they believe it is 
their gene pool. 
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kids, but they do seem to be a lot less 
willing to be involved in the [secondary] 
school than they are with the primary 
school. 
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Families are more diverse.
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Poor parents and single mothers value their 
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Limited understanding of curriculum in a 
different culture or country. 


 

Communities can help by offering outside 
resources to aid with students' schooling (Kumon 
Center). 
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participation during your junior or high 
school experience? 
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mathematical education: 



 
Parents negative attitudes toward math.



 
Parents are unfamiliar with current classroom 
practices and approaches. 



 
Math as seen as unimportant in the real world 
(calculators!). 
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have different expectations than those in their new 
community. 
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To support numeracy learning.



 

“to be numerate is to use mathematics effectively to meet the 
general demands of life at home, in paid work, and for 
participation in community and civic life.” 



 

So children gain a mathematical knowledge (general skills, as 
well as problem-solving and decision-making strategies). 


 

To develop good relationships with parents and 
communities, it is vital for teachers to have a clear 
understanding of the nature of partnerships and 
how participants view their role. 
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respond to their concerns immediately, and when 
you have a concern about a particular student, do 
not hesitate to call the parents 


 

Consider having each student keep a portfolio as 
an assessment strategy. 
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A parent called a teacher to express displeasure 
with perceived classroom instructional practices.  
The teacher frequently assigned homework 
problems and encouraged students to explain their 
approaches to others in the class.  During the 
phone call, the parent was clearly upset and said it 
is apparent that you do not understand the 
mathematics yourself and are hoping that students 
will bail you out by having them explain the 
problems to one another. 
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parent? 
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A parent called the principal to complain that the 
mathematics teacher her son has, used a video tape 
problem solving program in class that day.  She 
claimed that the teacher is forcing students to watch 
television in class and is calling it mathematics 
education. Later in the conversation, the parent 
stated that kids watch too much television at home 
these days and they certainly don’t need another 
hour of it in the classroom! 


 

The principal approaches you and explains the 
parents’ concern.  How do you as a teacher handle 
this situation? 
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You are a teacher in a low socioeconomic 
community.  The community has very little extra- 
curricular activities to support academic 
achievement, however, they are in the process of 
implementing an after-school program for extra help 
in reading and mathematics.  You feel that the cost 
of the program is out of the price range for the 
majority of the families whose children need the 
additional help.  You decide to take it upon yourself 
to approach the community and the government to 
find a solution to lower the cost of the program.  


 

How would you go about doing this?  What would 
your arguments be?  
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As a teacher you want your students to be able to 
relate mathematics to everyday life.  You approach 
your principal with an outline of your thoughts and 
ideas on sending students into businesses within the 
community to help develop lifelong skills in the 
mathematics field.  Once he is onboard, you now 
have to find businesses within the community that 
would be appropriate to send your students to. 


 

How do you get these businesses onboard? Which 
ones would you choose and why? 


 

* Take into account the different levels of students’ 
knowledge of mathematics* 
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